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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Smart energy choices can cut EU gas infrastructure needs by 80%,  
save billions  

 
€11.4 billion in European gas infrastructure investments at risk of being 

stranded 
 

 
Embargoed until 00:01am CET on 3 March 2016 

 
Brussels, 3 March 2016. Leading energy analysts demonstrate only a limited number of targeted 
new gas infrastructure is needed to ensure security of supply in Europe, even under high gas demand 
scenarios or extreme supply disruptions. The findings challenge mainstream assumptions around new 
gas infrastructure projects in the EU and warn that failure to take smart energy choices based on 
robust demand projections could lead to €11.4 billion in redundant infrastructure investments. 
 
New research by leading energy consultancies Artelys and Climact, presented today at an event in 
Brussels by a consortium of organisations convened under the “Energy Union Choices” banner, 
provides the first in-depth assessment of how much, and which, gas infrastructure is needed to 
ensure security of supply in Europe.  
 
Cutting through the noise of political advocacy for major gas infrastructure projects under the pretext 
of energy security in Europe, ‘Energy Union Choices: A Perspective on Infrastructure and Energy 
Security in the Transition’ demonstrates that no new import or cross-border gas infrastructure is 
needed to secure supply, with the only exception of select projects in South Eastern Europe to secure 
the region against a severe Russian-Ukraine gas supply disruption case.  
 
This means mega-projects like Nord Stream 2, the Southern Gas Corridor and the long list of smaller 
projects in the EU's Projects of Common Interest list - many of which are eligible for public EU funds - 
are associated with high stranded assets risk.  
 
Jonathan Gaventa, Director at E3G said: “A smarter approach to energy infrastructure in Europe 
means being more secure for less money. Gas demand is already falling and by investing in energy 
efficiency, 80% of gas infrastructure costs can be saved. We must grasp the opportunity to build a 
secure, low carbon energy system and avoid a major stranded asset risk.” 
 
Imke Lübekke, Director at WWF European Policy Office said: “Europe is at risk of throwing its money 
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away on unnecessary gas infrastructure. The keys to true energy security are renewables and energy 
efficiency, rather than yet more gas pipelines.” 
 
Today, only an average of 32% of existing LNG terminals and 58% of pipeline capacity are being 
utilised, and demand has fallen 23% over the past 5 years. With further reduction in gas demand 
expected due to increased buildings efficiency, electrification and better integrated infrastructure 
planning delivered by the EU’s 2030 package and the bloc’s wider Energy Union vision, the vast 
majority of new gas infrastructure assets will become redundant way before the end of their lifetime.  
 
Where gas security of supply concerns are valid (i.e. in parts of South Eastern Europe), an integrated, 
regional approach to energy infrastructure planning and further enhancements in energy efficiency, 
can help meet the challenges at significantly lower costs than building new pipelines or LNG terminals. 
Altogether, such measures can reduce gas imports in Europe by close to 100 bcm - around a third of 
the current imports. 
 
Mike Hogan, Senior Advisor at RAP said: “The analysis demonstrates once again the enormous value 
of applying the principles of Efficiency First and regional market integration in delivering clean, secure, 
affordable energy to Europe’s consumers and businesses. Infrastructure choices must encompass 
the infrastructure of energy demand, and the increasingly regional nature of energy infrastructure must 
be reflected in regional planning and delivery frameworks” 
 
The infrastructure stress-testing carried out as part of the methodology includes a number of high and 
low gas demand scenarios to account for expected energy efficiency deployment, an accelerated 
coal phase out or unexpected supply disruptions.  
 
Matthias Deutsch, Senior Associate at Agora Energiewende said: “The report´s finding gives 
confidence to policy makers in Germany and across Europe that the gas system can handle an 
accelerated coal phase-out without significant new infrastructure investments.” 
 
Christoph Wolff, Managing Director at the European Climate Foundation said: “The report shows that 
an integrated perspective gas, heat and electricity systems together can deliver significant security 
and cost benefits. This will become increasingly important as we decarbonise our energy system. ECF 
and partner organisations in the Energy Union Choices initiative look forward to support the 
institutions in this process.” 
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NOTES TO THE EDITOR 
 

• The consortium of stakeholders convened under the “Energy Union Choices” banner with the 
support of the European Climate Foundation include: E3G, Agora Energiewende, the 
Regulatory Assistance Project and WWF 

• The Artelys and Climact-led technical analysis by will be available at: 
www.europeanclimate.org 

• High resolution .jpgs of the graphs and maps in the analysis can be requested by emailing: 
Nimali.Samarasinha@europeanclimate.org 

• A comprehensive briefing on implications of the analysis for EU climate and energy policy by 
E3G will be available at: www.e3g.org 

 
 


