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language - dissecting
frames and
narratives



Welcome to this
training session 

1
Speaker Interactive session



OUR SPEAKER

Dr. Dirk von Schneidemesser

Social- and Political Scientist at the
Research Institute for Sustainability
- Helmholtz Centre Potsdam (RIFS).
Research  Themes: Mobility
Transition, Urban Sustainability
Transformations, Citizen
Participation, Local Democratic
Processes. Former Board Member,
Changing Cities e.V.



Imagine a Street...
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mobility transformation 
= 

political decision



Bundesarchiv / J. Spremberg



How streets 
became streets?

(Spoiler: 
it wasn’t an accident 

or a coincidence...)



Have you ever argued for
closing a section of a road?
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?autostrada rowerowa?
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Have you ever argued for
closing a section of a road?

Instead, try arguing for opening a section of road.



Source: Digitales Wörterbuch des deutschen Sprache (DWDS)



Empirical Study: 
Language Use and Reporting on

Traffic Violence



Source: von Schneidemesser et al. (Forthcoming)

Source: Ralph et al. (2019)

Crash
vs. 

Accident
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Reception: Blame Attribution

Source: von Schneidemesser et al. (Forthcoming)

Source: Goddard et al. (2019)



1) Name the actors involved, as people
2) Refer to Agents first

3) Include crash statistics &
information on infrastructure



Source: Walker et al. 2023



Have you ever argued that city
space could be used for

something other than parking?



Have you ever argued that city
space could be used for

something other than private
car storage?



Road Closed

Accident

Parking

Open Street

Traffic Violence
Crash

(Private) Car Storage

VS



What are some examples from
your countries, language, or
context that strengthen the

automobile system?





Any Questions?



Feedback on the
session



Slido LIVE Survey

Join at slido.com
with #2647048
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